~ CAROLHODDER NPT o

Between Siorms |







gallery

solomon

Tara Murphy requests the pleasure of your company
at the private view of

CAROL HODDER

Between Storms

to be opened by

Marie Coveney
Painter & Writer

Thursday 1 September 2022

from 6pm to 8pm

The exhibition continues until Saturday 24 September 2022
Opening hours: Tuesday to Friday 10.00am — 5.30pm / Saturday: 11am — 4pm

Artworks may be viewed and acquired in advance at the gallery by appointment, via the Online Viewing Room
at www.solomonfineart.ie - or simply scan the QR code below with your smartphone camera for prices and availability.

Solomon Fine Art
Balfe Street, Dublin 2, D02 T802, Ireland
t: +353 (0)1 672 4429 / e: info@solomonfineart.ie / www.solomonfineart.ie

front cover: ROUGH WEATHER (detail), oil on canvas, 100 x 120 cm
inside cover: ICE FIELD, oil on canvas, 45 x 60 cm
back cover: PAST REMAINS, oil on canvas, 40 x 50 cm




CAROL HODDER: Between Storms

The paintings for Carol Hodder’s exhibition Between Storms, show an enduring fascination with paint application and the
expressive properties of texture and colour. But the work also shows the ever-increasing attachment with personal narrative,
that discretely underscores painterly preoccupations. Memories are aligned with physical journeys to places that resonate with
emotion, and in turn, spark symbolic imagery that function as metaphors for time and place. For Hodder, inscape is just as
important as landscape.

These paintings are not, as the title confirms, situated within the dramatic heart of the storm (in the Romantic, sublime tradition)
and are instead, more about a lingering disquiet that resides midway between the security of shelter and the uneasy expectation
for what approaches from the horizon.

The feeling that these landscapes provide a dramatic backdrop for movement from one destination to another, is made tangible
by the increasing population of figures and buildings within her work. Tantalisingly, some of the paintings have an illustrative
quality, as line is used with enhanced purpose, to suggest paths through a rock edifice, a clearing into a forest, or ancient incisions
on rock. They act as navigation aids that lead the spirit deeper into the land, in search of heaven or hades.

In the arresting and darkly beautiful painting ‘Clearing’, the staccato energy of the brushwork evokes tree trunks from a Brothers
Grimm fairy-tale, the lines on closer scrutiny, seeming to form an ogham-like script. The comparison seems apt, as Hodder has
spoken of how her paintings allude to childhood experiences of landscape and children’s literature. For example, the exuberance
and fear while fishing from a boat on Loch Derriana, Co. Kerry - mesmerised by the deep dark waters and powerful weather
fronts as they rolled across the landscape - primed Hodder’s formative inspirations. These endure to this day, with wistful, almost
melancholic nostalgia.

As an adult, drawn to Northwest Iceland, the artist sought out exaggerated versions of those formative experiences, with
the extremes and contrasts of light, weather, and nature’s superstructures, even more pronounced than those in Ireland. The
elemental forces brought with them heightened appreciation for geometric form, as the irresistible forces that shaped rock and
glacier, distil imagery to pristine, minimalist simplicity. The rectangular shapes of ice and rock are echoed in the architecture
of desolate, abandoned buildings returning to ruin. Ghostly silhouettes of human form, move stealthily from structure to void,
nomads betwixt and between, nowhere and everywhere.

Mark Ewart

Mark Ewart is a lecturer in Art and Design Education at MTU Crawford College of Art and Design, Cork.
He is also an art teacher at Ashton School, a writer and artist based in Cork City.
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DESCENDING WEATHER IV, oil on canvas, 25 x 40 cm




DESCENDING WEATHER V. oil on canvas, 25 x 40 cm



DESCENDING WEATHER, oil on canvas, 36 x 58 cm
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COASTAL RAIN, oil on canvas, 40 x 65 cm




QUARRY MOON, oil on canvas, 36 x 58 cm
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CAROL HODDER

Carol Hodder is self-taught Irish painter, who has exhibited widely around Ireland, in Beijing China and also at the Royal Academy
Summer Exhibition in London. In 2015 she won the Republic of Ireland Award for the UK’s National Open Art Exhibition. In 2017
she was invited to undertake a two month residency at the Josef & Anni Albers Foundation, Connecticut which was grant aided
by the Arts Council of Ireland. She is a Fellow of the Ballinglen Arts Foundation, Ballycastle, Co. Mayo.
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