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Tom Climent: Pilgrim
Pilgrimage was once described to me as a time journey, not simply a physical activity that takes time, but rather a set of 
experiences of both body and spirit that defies and goes beyond temporality. Pilgrimage is also merely an idea until you enact it.

Pilgrim – Tom Climent’s scintillating new body of work – ‘exists on the borderline between abstraction and representation, but 
also between real and spirit worlds.’

It is this aspect of the spirit world – one that may be in parallel or quite apart from our own – that proposes a kind of pilgrimage, 
a journeying. In these new paintings, Climent creates portals, big and small, through which we might embark on just such an 
endeavour. He wants his work ‘to operate as a doorway, to invite the viewer into a new space, to offer an invitation to journey.’ 

This is perhaps most immediately apparent in the monumental Gateway, a gleaming Climent landscape that beckons you to 
its shimmering core. Modulations of colour, familiar from previous bodies of work, have advanced, loosened their geometry, 
become fluid. Purples and blues – or are they mauve and cerulean? – and flashes of green, yellow, and red conjure a hospitable 
form. Is it an inviting human edifice or have we encountered something more mystical; the Sídhe, perhaps, supernatural mounds 
from ancient myth.

‘I hope,’ Climent considers, ‘that the work offers up glimpses and signs of an otherside or another aspect of being.’ Gateway, like 
so many of the artist’s Pilgrim works, feels at once on the edge of the world, and yet invites us to step into quite another, one that 
may not be rooted in physical reality but in which we may still reside. 

Moving closer to In a dream, we might perceive the traces of an Ordnance Survey map collaged within its gentle cadences of 
colour. This small painting also suggests a hut within a landscape, but is it a home, a studio, or a bothy? The evocative Pilgrim’s 
Place and Studio similarly offer shelter, or are these staging grounds, waystations, points of departure for the spiritual wayfarer 
to embody the experience of journeying…

‘My work generally tends to be suggestive,’ Climent asserts. ‘I feel it absorbs places I’ve been to, experiences I’ve had and 
ideas and images I come across.’ While these places – as with From Beara – may hold significance for the artist, they are not in 
themselves important for our own encounters with his work, and the world of associations that we each carry with us.
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Climent’s terrain is also richly varied, not just in the scale of his paintings, but in the playful oscillation between geometric and 
organic form, highly saturated compositions and more indefinitely toned phrasing. Abstract mountains give way to tree, leaf, and 
bud-like forms. Macro becomes micro. Our quest may exist between Treasure Veiled and Treasure Found.

And throughout our wandering we are guided. Titles such as Colour Field Map, Compass Arc, Celestial Navigation, and A 
map to find you hold the language of searching and wayfinding, while Nature’s Signal and Signal Receiver become beacons, 
corresponding landmarks by which we might chart our course. Gallivant moves with abandon, Landing Field brings us back down 
to earth. The mountain dreams itself lures us to far-off realms.

Amidst all of this journeying, we ought not to lose sight of the artist’s own pathway to this point. Many of the works that comprise 
Pilgrim have taken form in his Cork studio over the past year, but the origins of others stretch back further in time. 

Tom Climent is a painter on his own journey, ever honing his process, and finding a new way. His practice of painting is rooted in 
the materiality of his medium and ‘allowing that to determine the direction the work takes.’ Chance and accident are combined 
with structure and order, as his paintings ‘continually get re-worked, shaped and edited over time.’

In this way, Climent achieves balance between intention and serendipity. Here exists the capacity to acknowledge the potential, 
within every journey, for surprise, redirection, unexpected turns, as well as those clear horizons, desired lands, and higher planes.

‘For me it expresses more the idea of being an artist and finding creativity in your life. Of searching for that creative force that 
allows for transformation. I want the work to operate as a doorway, inviting the viewer to enter a new space and place. It is about 
a searching through the act of painting.’

In the presence of Tom Climent’s paintings we become pilgrims, invited wayfarers, time travellers on the threshold of our own 
elsewhere.

Michael Waldron
Curator and art historian
April 2024
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COSMIC TREE
oil & plaster on canvas

153 x 122 cm
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STUDIO
oil & plaster on board
50 x 60 cm 
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left: 
NATURE’S SIGNAL

 oil, plaster & sand on board
32 x 26 cm

right:
THE SPINNING WORLD

oil, plaster & sand on board
122 x 153.5 cm
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GOLDEN GIFT
oil & plaster on board

61 x 61 cm
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EDGE OF LIGHT
oil & plaster on board
61 x 61 cm 
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left: 
COMPASS ARC

 oil & plaster on board
42 x 29.5 cm

right:
GALLIVANT

oil, plaster & sand on board
78 x 100 cm
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left: 
FROM BEARA

 oil & plaster on board
21 x 15.5 cm

right:
BURST

 oil & plaster on board
41 x 56 cm
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left: 
THE MOUNTAIN DREAMS ITSELF

 oil & plaster on board
40.5 x 30.5 cm

right:
A MAP TO FIND YOU

oil, plaster, sand & collage on board
61 x 80 cm
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left: 
CELESTIAL NAVIGATION

 oil, plaster & collage on board
29 x 26 cm

right:
IN A DREAM

 oil, plaster & collage on canvas
40 x 50 cm





TREASURE VEILED
oil & plaster on board
20 x 17 cm

TREASURE FOUND
oil & plaster on board
33 x 27 cm



WONDER
oil & plaster on board
30 x 30 cm
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SOLAR DISTANCE
oil & plaster on board
30.5 x 25 cm

LANDING FIELD
oil, plaster & collage on board
20 x 16 cm
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PILGRIM’S PLACE
oil, plaster & collage on board
27 x 17 cm
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SUMMER SEASON
oil, plaster & collage on board

40 x 30 cm
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COLOUR FIELD MAP
oil & plaster on board
30 x 30.5 cm
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SIGNAL RECEIVER, oil, plaster & sand on board, 46 x 38 cm
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