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At the End of the Day: New Paintings

Some memories resonate over and over and become part of our identity. Often they are just below the surface, on 
the border of dream and real life.  Carol Hodder’s new work continues to mine this in-between state that sometimes 
leads to change and transformation.

Hodder is haunted by water. Early memories of being in a small boat on Lough Derriana in Kerry with her father 
anchor her exploration of water, shoreline and edges.  Her paintings often contain a sense of ambiguous internal 
weather, where ideas and experiences brood behind the surface of human experience.

The quietness in her work doesn’t mean stillness—it might be the kind of quiet found in deep thought or in moments 
just before sleep, when the day dissolves and memory becomes fluid.  It may be the tension between safety and 
fear.  The darkness in her paintings - whether literal or tonal - shouldn’t be mistaken for despair or drama.  It is more 
likely the depth of introspection, mystery, or the richness of feelings too large for daylight.  The sense of hope in 
them is subtle but tangible, perhaps found in a brushstroke of unexpected light or the resilience in a solitary figure 
or object holding its place in an uncertain world.  Ultimately, this exhibition isn’t about finality despite its title.  ‘At 
the end of the day’ is something that you say before you give the most important fact of a situation:

‘At the end of the day, this is work that touches a primal chord and speaks directly in the language of Hodder’s own 
lived experience.’

Catherine Hammond





BEFORE RAIN
oil on canvas
30 x 120 cm



left:
SHORE SQUALL

oil on canvas
102 x 113 cm

right:
BETWEEN THE TIDES

oil on canvas
153 x 181 cm





left:
THE NAVIGATOR

oil on canvas
60 x 60 cm

right:
DAWN APPROACH

oil on canvas
40 x 50 cm





left:
SENTINEL

oil on canvas
30 x 25 cm

right:
LATE CAST

oil on canvas
100 x 120 cm





BEFORE DARK
oil on canvas panel

30 x 25 cm



NIGHT SWIMMER
oil on canvas panel
30 x 25 cm



SWING TREE
oil on canvas

40 x 40 cm



FIGURE & WINTER BIRCH
oil on canvas
40 x 40 cm



left:
LATE IN THE DAY

oil on canvas
100 x 120 cm

right:
NIGHT WEATHER

oil on canvas
100 x 120 cm







LAST LIGHT
oil on canvas
30 x 120 cm



NIGHT WHARF
oil on canvas

25 x 30 cm

STAYING LATE
oil on canvas panel
25 x 30 cm



NIGHT WATERS
oil on canvas panel
25 x 30 cm

BRUME LIGHT
oil on canvas panel

25 x 30 cm



CAROL HODDER
Carol Hodder is self-taught Irish painter, who has exhibited widely around Ireland, in Beijing China and also at the Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition in London.  In 2015 she won the Republic of Ireland Award at the UK’s National Open Art Exhibition.  In 2017 
she was invited to undertake a two month residency at the Josef & Anni Albers Foundation, Connecticut which was grant aided 
by the Arts Council of Ireland.  She is a Fellow of the Ballinglen Arts Foundation, Ballycastle, Co. Mayo.
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