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Tara Murphy
requests the pleasure of your company at the private view of 

EAMON COLMAN
Curated by Rain

to be opened by

Des Whelan, Board Member, Mount Congreve Gardens, Waterford

Thursday 28 May 2026
from 6pm to 8pm

Eamon will give a tour of the exhibition at 5pm before the opening, to coincide with the new Dublin By Dusk: Last Thursdays 
initiative, in conjunction with Dublin City Council, Dept. of Culture, Communications & Sport, Failte Ireland and Dublin Town. 

The exhibition continues until Saturday 20 June 2026  
Opening hours: Tuesday to Friday 10.00am – 5.30pm / Saturday: 11am – 4pm

Artworks may be viewed and acquired in advance at the gallery by appointment, via the Online Viewing Room 
at www.solomonfineart.ie - or simply scan the QR code below for prices and availability.

Solomon Fine Art
Balfe Street, Dublin 2, D02 T802, Ireland 
t: +353 (0)1 672 4429 / e: info@solomonfineart.ie / www.solomonfineart.ie

front cover:     When clamorous Centaurs thunder to the rain pool, mixed media on linen, 40 x 40 cm (detail)
inside cover:   A million light-years later, mixed media on linen, 30 x 30 cm (detail)
back cover:     A rose like a chocolate song, mixed media on linen, 30 x 40 cm



Eamon Colman: Curated by Rain

In Curated by Rain, Eamon Colman extends a lifelong engagement with landscape, observation, and the lived experience of nature 
into a body of work shaped by immersion, duration, and chance.  Developed following his 2025 artist residency at Mount Congreve 
Gardens,¹  the exhibition emerges from sustained encounters with one of Ireland’s most celebrated horticultural environments,  a place 
where cultivated order and natural unpredictability exist in constant dialogue.

Colman’s practice has long resisted spectacle in favour of attention.  Like his recent exhibition One at the Tea House in Kilkenny, these 
works arise from prolonged looking: sitting, noticing, waiting, and returning.  The paintings carry the atmosphere of repeated visits 
through changing weather and seasons, where colour, texture, natural forms, smell, and shifting light accumulate slowly into visual 
thought.  During the residency, Colman created sketches, photographs, notes, and gathered plant material directly from the gardens, 
translating these experiences into paintings that move between observation and memory, structure and intuition.

The exhibition’s title originates from necessity, when, during the installation of several paintings in Mount Congreve’s charming derelict 
Peach House, ‘the frequent showers of rain became an integral element of the curation due to the numerous leaks in the roof.  The 
artwork was placed safely in the dry areas - curated by rain.’²  What began as a practical necessity evolved into a central metaphor within 
Colman’s thinking.  In this accidental choreography, weather assumed authorship.

From this moment, Curated by Rain expands outward into a wider reflection on human behaviour and vulnerability.  Rain determines 
movement: whether we venture outside, what we wear, where we gather, and what we avoid.  Increasingly, climate and extreme weather 
shape not only individual routines but collective futures.  Floods, environmental instability, and climate change now alter landscapes and 
lives on a global scale.  Colman suggests that, in different ways, all of us are becoming curated by the weather.

Yet these paintings are not didactic.  Rather, they remain rooted in close observation and sensory experience.  The garden becomes 
both subject and thinking space,  a site where beauty, fragility, growth, and uncertainty coexist.  Colman’s immersion in Mount Congreve 
Gardens deepens his longstanding research into the relationship between culture and ecology, while reaffirming painting itself as an act 
of sustained attention in an accelerated world.  Ultimately, Curated by Rain is less about depicting the gardens than about inhabiting 
them - and recognising how deeply human life remains entangled with forces beyond our control.

Eamon Colman 
May 2026

__________________________
 ¹ This year-long residency is a collaboration between Artform, Dunmore East and Mount Congreve Gardens, Co. Waterford.
 ² Martina O’Byrne, Program Director at Artform Dunmore East.



Ahhh there, did you ever 
dance in the woods?
mixed media on linen
150 x 150 cm



All aboard for 
Pigeon Mountain

mixed media on linen
150 x 150 cm



Which do you think is louder,
the radio or the cricket?
mixed media on linen
100 x 100 cm



There you go now, the 
trees are singing to you

mixed media on linen
100 x 100 cm



Do you give a thought, now
and then, to the essential 
sparrow or the necessary toad?
mixed media on linen
100 x 100 cm
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One November morning, 
yesterday’s water is solid

mixed media on linen
100 x 100 cm
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There’s a moon in them there
puddles (a walk with U and M)
mixed media on linen
100 x 100 cm



A portrait of a blue day
mixed media on linen

40 x 40 cm

I heard the cuckoo call my name
mixed media on linen
40 x 40 cm



Up and away for Pigeon Mountain
mixed media on linen

40 x 40 cm

The vastest things are those we may not learn
mixed media on linen
40 x 40 cm



When clamorous Centaurs thunder to the rain pool
mixed media on linen
40 x 40 cm

The comfort of elms
mixed media on linen

30 x 30 cm



Milk cloud sang almost blue
mixed media on linen
30 x 30 cm

In this universe burns an angel, strange amongst rowdy Gods
mixed media on linen

30 x 30 cm



The snow tree recalls a tale of a spider wind
mixed media on linen

30 x 30 cm

The lit or hooded ghost
mixed media on linen
30 x 30 cm



The bird house sang of an exotic past
mixed media on linen
30 x 30 cm

A million light-years later
mixed media on linen

30 x 30 cm



Every day down to this
mixed media on linen

30 x 30 cm

Moon in the morning throws the shutters open
mixed media on linen
30 x 30 cm



On a white morning there was a temporary cool
mixed media on linen

30 x 30 cm

Round and round the planet we go on towards Pigeon Mountain
mixed media on linen
30 x 30 cm
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		  Dreams from the Lions Head, Rubicon Gallery ,Dublin  
1988 		  Solo Exhibition Monaghan County Museum
1987 		  Solo Exhibition, United Arts Club, Dublin
1984 		  Grafton Gallery, Dublin 
1982, 1980	 Tulfarris Gallery, Wicklow

AWARDS / RESIDENCIES / COMMISSIONS 
2026 		  Lifetime Award, Mount Congreve Gardens, Co. Waterford
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2017 		  Culture Ireland Award, exhibition in Vienna, Austria
2015 		  ArtLinks Award, Kilkenny County Council
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2005 		  CCAT Interreg Major Award for touring exhibition in Wales
2002 		  Percent For Art Commission, Roscommon Arts Centre
		  The Vermont Studio Centre USA, Full Fellowship Award
2001 		  Eigse, First prize painting 
		  Percent For Art Commission, The Bell Centre, Darndale, Dublin 
		  The Euro World Project, First prize with Crumlin Children’s Hospital
2000, 1993 	 Art Flight, awarded by the Arts Council of Ireland 
1999 		  Residency in Hirsholmene, awarded by the Danish Council of Artists 
1996, 1991	 Arts Council of Ireland, Materials Grant 
1995 		  Arts Council of Ireland, Major Artist Bursary 
1993 		  S.I.P.T.U. Print Award  
1992 		  Set design for ‘After the Picnic’ by Evelyn Waugh, Players Theatre, Trinity College Dublin  
1989 		  EVA International, First Prize Painting, Limerick 
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EAMON COLMAN
Curated by Rain
28 May - 20 June 2026

1.     Ahhh there, did you ever dance in the woods?				     2024-2026    mixed media on linen    150 x 150cm
2.     All aboard for Pigeon Mountain						       2025-2026    mixed media on linen    150 x 150cm
3.     Which do you think is louder, the radio or the cricket?				     2024-2025    mixed media on linen    100 x 100cm
4.     There you go now, the trees are singing to you				     2025-2026    mixed media on linen    100 x 100cm
5.     Do you give a thought, now and then, to the essential sparrow or the necessary toad?	 2024-2026    mixed media on linen    100 x 100cm
6.     One November morning, yesterday’s water is solid				     2025-2026    mixed media on linen    100 x 100cm
7.     There’s a moon in them there puddles (a walk with U and M)			    2025-2026    mixed media on linen    100 x 100cm
8.     I heard the cuckoo call my name						       2024-2026    mixed media on linen    40 x 40cm
9.     A portrait of a blue day							        2024-2026    mixed media on linen    40 x 40cm
10.   The vastest things are those we may not learn				     2024-2026    mixed media on linen    40 x 40cm
11.   Up and away for Pigeon Mountain						       2024-2026    mixed media on linen    40 x 40cm
12.   When clamorous Centaurs thunder to the rain pool				     2024-2026    mixed media on linen    40 x 40cm
13.   A rose like a chocolate song						       2025-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 40cm
14.   The comfort of elms							        2025-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
15.   Milk cloud sang almost blue						       2025-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
16.   In this universe burns an angel, strange amongst rowdy Gods			    2024-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
17.   The lit or hooded ghost							        2025-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
18.   The snow tree recalls a tale of a spider wind					      2025-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
19.   The bird house sang of an exotic past					      2022-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
20.   A million light-years later							       2024-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
21.   Moon in the morning throws the shutters open				     2022-2026    mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
22.   Every day down to this							        2026	       mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
23.   Round and round the planet we go on towards Pigeon Mountain	  		   2026	       mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
24.   On a white morning there was a temporary cool				     2026	       mixed media on linen    30 x 30cm
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